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Conclusion

There could be no more suitable note on which to conclude
this review of the healing art down the ages than Sir William
Osier's reflections upon our medical heritage.1

" We may indeed be justly proud of our apostolic succession.
Schools and systems have flourished and gone ... the philo-
sophies of one age have become the absurdities of the next, and
the foolishness of yesterday has become the wisdom of to-morrow ;
through long ages which were slowly learning what we are hurry-
ing to forget, amid all the changes and chances of twenty-five
centuries, the profession has never lacked men who have lived
up to the Greek ideals. They were those of Galen and Aretaeus,
of men of the Alexandrian and Byzantine schools, of the best
of the Arabians, of the men of the Renaissance, and they are ours
to-day."

1 W. Osier, Aequanimitas and Other Addresses, 1904, p. 281
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